Native Plant Garden Maintenance Schedule
Late November-January: If you have milkweed, cut dormant milkweed (asclepias) stems to the ground after monarchs have migrated. This mimics natural cycles and helps prevent the spread of disease. 
October-April: PAUSE Garden clean up (except cutting the milkweed described above). Leave standing stems, fallen leaves, and seed heads on the plants. This provides important winter shelter and food for native bees, butterflies, beetles, and birds. It is important to understand that during the winter, the garden may look messy, but this is providing critical habitat. This is essential and it should not be disturbed. Insects spend most of their lives in the larval phases underground, in leaf litter, or in stems. The time they are flying around and more visible is minimal in comparison! 
Mid-April- May (or when nighttime temperatures stay consistently around 50 degrees Fahrenheit): Begin weeding and pruning once insects are active and overwintering pollinators have emerged. When weeding, ensure the roots are dug up and removed entirely. Dispose of the weeds and their seeds in the garbage or compost bin. When pruning, keep pithy stems 8-24” tall or long when cutting back. 
Late April- Early September: As needed, continue to pull weeds. This will coincide with the irrigation season. If you have a drip system, monitor for leaks and clogs as well as plant response to the amount of water.  
During the start of irrigation season annually: If you have a drip system, measure drip emitter output to confirm that the system is working properly. To do this, place a container under several emitters located throughout the planting and collect the water for a measured amount of time. Select emitters at different locations, including near the water source, halfway through the system, and near the end of the system.  For 0.5 gallon/hour emitters, collect water for 5 minutes. A properly functioning emitter should deliver approximately 158 mL of water in that time. The amount collected should be relatively similar among emitters. If emitter output varies substantially across the planting, check the system for pressure problems, clogged emitters, leaks, damaged lines, or other problems. The goal is not only to make sure that water is coming out of every emitter, but to confirm that each plant is receiving the amount of water intended.

