Native Plant Garden Irrigation Guide
The best time to plant native plants in Napa is the fall season, when rain is on the horizon. It is advisable to install a drip irrigation system using two half gallon per hour emitters per plant, placed in the root zone. Hand watering can also work well for smaller gardens. Do not use a sprinkler system. Placing mulch around plants will help keep soil moist. 
Immediately after planting, keep soil moist until the rain arrives for the season. This may be once a week, about 2-3 gallons per plant. At this point the roots are not deep, and we want to avoid stress right after planting.
After the rainy season is over, start irrigation when the soil is dry. Aim for deep watering to establish deep root growth. This is a starting schedule that can be adjusted based on observation. 
1st month of watering: In the first month of irrigation, water deeply once/ week. The exact amount of water depends on weather, but a general starting point is about 3-4 gallons per week/ plant. Then observe the plants and soil moisture to tailor the amount which may be less due to soil type and exposure. If there is a heat wave in the summer, assess plant health and determine if additional water is needed.
Month 2 to year 1 of watering: Water deeply every other week during the dry season to encourage deep root growth. Make sure the soil is wet to at least 18 inches deep. Observe the plants to tailor the amount. If there is a prolonged heat wave in the summer, assess plant health and determine if additional water is needed.
Year 2 of watering: Water deeply every two weeks in the dry season.
Year 3 of watering: Water deeply about every 3-4 weeks in the dry season.
After about 3 years: Plants should be established. Irrigate as needed in the summer. This may be once a month or less depending on weather. If there is extreme prolonged heat, the plants will benefit from a deep watering. Plants will have better survival and stress response if occasional water can still be provided once established. Plants will also keep looking their best with some occasional watering through the dry season. 
*Always remember to shut off the irrigation in the rainy season and check emitters for leaks and clogs throughout the watering season regularly.

