TREE OF HEAVEN

Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) is an invasive species found growing along
roadsides, railways, and in areas impacted by human development. It establishes well
in riparian areas and poses concerns for biodiversity and wildfire safety.

IDENTIFICATION

« Tree of Heaven is a relatively small
deciduous tree growing up to 80 feet in
height and 6 feet in diameter.

o Bark - Smooth, light gray or brown,
and can resemble the skin of
cantaloupe melon.

o Leaves - Compound, consisting of
many leaflets that are lance-shaped
and have 1 - 2 bumps at the base.

= Leaves smell like rancid peanut
butter when crushed.

» Tree of Heaven leaves can be confused
with California black walnut tree leaves.




CONCERNS

Spotted Lantern Fly on Tree of
Heaven bark.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS

« Itis important to properly identify and manage Tree of Heaven to limit its
spread. It is recommended to to consult with a herbicide applicator to
establish an appropriate treatment plan for Tree of Heaven on your property.

« Chemical and herbicide treatments of Tree of Heaven are the most effective.
Methods include:
o Foliar spraying of saplings and re-sprouts
o Bark treatments, such as 'hack and squirt’, stump painting, and EZ-ject
herbicide shells.
« Read more in the UC Davis Weed Report at the link below:
o https://bit.ly/TOHweedreport
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